HOUSING REFURBISHMENT feature
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Safe option

HABM reviews a safe way of removing unwanted paint

and varnish from housing association properties.
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Uses include removing gratfiti from masenry or fibre glass; cleaning plastic floor tiles
whera paint has been dripped or spilled and unusual requirements such as recenthy
encountersd by the Whitefriars Housing Group.

f vou have ever painted the tewn red,
then vou will know the afier effects can
afien last longer than intended. For
housing associations with budding
decarators &5 tenants, then paint, red or any
other colour, ean be a potentially dangerous
and ervinommentally eoncerning problerm.

Cirawing awarensss af Health and Safe-
tv issues together with environmental con-
cerns about volatile orgamic cempounds
{(VOCs) being released into the atmosphere.
hiwve lead o the introduction of a new gener-
atiom of water borne pamts and varnishes.

Safe Paint and Vamish Remeover 5 a
non-toxic, non-corrosive, biodegradeable
solution developed and patented by Ithiel
Mogridge and sold by Action Products
Lid. The easy to use gel claims o be able
to remove all types of paint, Tt seaks inio
the paint making it sofl and sguashy so
that it can be easily scraped away without
damaging the substrate. All treated
residues are waster washable.

The product is designed to be kind 1o
the operatives involved in its manufacture;
kind 1o the people involved n its storage,
distribution and end use and kind to the
enviranment when the tools are washed in
the sink and the water goes dovwn the drain
T effluent.

In practice

In the context of housing association
maintenanee, this versatile gel offers fust,
effective, low odour, cleaning of various
surfaces. Uses include removing graffiti
from masonry or [bee plass; cleaning
plastic floor tles where paint has been
dripped or spilled and  unusual
requirements  such  as  recently
encountered by the Whitefriars Housing
Group, when an oulpoing fenant had
painted a toilet cistern and pedestal with
four coats of gloss paint. The operative
was able o remove all paint safely and
without injury to him or the plastic
components, reporting that the product

was “easy and swaightforward © use...”
Efective graffiti removal is a vital part of
maintaining a cheerful, well kept ambience
in any neighbourhood. Until now, the
removal of graffiti from brick and stone has
proved difficult and if carried out by a
contracior, expensive, Many of the cleanmgg
products available are canstic and can be
dangerous to use. Some of thosc also
require some form of pressure cleaning o
remeve fmal traces, which can also cause
damage. Safe Paint & Varnish Remaver is
testesd and endorsed by Brentford, Chiswick
& lsleworth Crime Prevention Panel and
was found to remove graffiti without
damaging the subsirate.

It is simmply painted on liberally, leil fora
few minutes, scraped and then washed off
with water. The benefits of using the
product include:;

B MNon-towic and safie 1o use;

B Removes paint effortlessly, without the
need for scrubbing:

B Works within minutes (on contact with
felt pen, paint pen);

B Nonced for cxpensive power pressure
cleaning quipment;,

B No secondary damage cansed by
pressure cleming,

B No secondary damage cansed by acid
residues kel i masenry

B Savings on equipment costs;

B Savings on labour costs due to case of
remocwval.

With thanks to [thiel Mogridge,
industrial research ond development
chemist and director of Action
Products Ltd, for preparing this article.
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Floor tiles cleaned using Safe Paint & Varnish Remover.
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